
What’s Next, Alabama?
In the Classroom

For full lesson plans, online resources, and historic photos visit: www.mathewscenter.org/resources or pinterest.com/dmcforciviclife
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If you want students to be able to: Then consider the following activity:

· Be able to identify civic responsibilities and how civic action improves society.

· Articulate ideas to and collaborate with classmates.

Have students brainstorm their own criteria for good civic leaders and civic action before complet-
ing the DMC’s civic scorecard. After students have completed the civic scorecard, have students 
choose one civic action from the scorecard to complete as a class, such as writing a letter to an 
elected official. Print the civic scorecard at mathewscenter.org/resources/alabama-civic-scorecard

· Describe the impact of the ancient Roman empire on the world they live in. 

· Engage in collaborative discussion and research with classmates.

Have students compare images of the ancient Roman empire with historic images of Alabama, 
focusing on similarities between government, architecture, art, and culture. Using what they have 
observed have students create an advertising campaign persuading tourists to “Visit Alabama.” 
The campaign should emphasize why tourists might enjoy sites or events in Alabama, based upon 
the similarity of the sites or events to tourist attractions in Rome. For historic images of Alabama 
and the ancient Roman empire visit: pinterest.com/dmcforciviclife 

After gauging students’ prior knowledge of slavery, emancipation, and suffrage, have students 
work in small groups to analyze arguments for and against these movements. Prompt students to 
consider how expectations for minority groups and women have changed over time, and if there 
are any societal expectations that currently exist for any demographic groups, especially youth, that 
they would like to see change in the future. Full list of online resources for this subject available in 
the extended lesson plan at: pinterest.com/dmcforciviclife or mathewscenter.org/resources

Gauge students’ prior knowledge of the colonial era in the North and South by creating two venn 
diagrams, one in which students’ compare the two regions in 18th and 19th century and one in 
which they compare the two regions in the modern age. Next, have students break into small 
groups and research one major city from the Northern or Southern U.S. focusing on the city’s 
unique culture, environment, demographics, geography, and economy, Have groups present their 
completed research and reconsider how their findings compare to their initial assumptions.

Begin by having students map the cultural, historical, and economic assets (like businesses, parks, 
and important events) that they know of in their hometown or region. Next, divide students into 
small groups to research local Works Project Administration sites, landmarks from the National Reg-
istry of Historic Places, or birthplaces and hometowns of famous authors from their region. Have 
students choose 5-10 sites to place on an “Alabama Tourism Trail” map and create a short, persua-
sive paragraph for each site explaining why tourists should visit. 

Begin by having the class identify the major sources of industry and jobs in their community. Next, 
divide students into small groups and have students identify their tentative career goals. Have 
students research the education requirements and starting salary for their chosen career as well as 
the cities with the most employment opportunities in their field. Use the information students find 
to transition into a “What’s Next, Alabama?” forum, in which students reflect on the way that their 
community can foster a healthy, prosperous economy in the future.

· Understand the intricacies of suffrage and its effects on urbanization.

· Thoughtfully respond to and pose questions.

· Collaborate with classmates on a short research project.

· Participate in group discussions. 

· Understand the regional differences between the colonies of the Northern and 
  Southern United States.

· Utilize the internet to gather information from multiple sources.

· Collaborate with classmates on a short research project.

· Identify cultural, historic, and economic assets in their region or community.

· Understand the local effects of New Deal projects. 

· Collaborate with classmates on a short research project.

· Create short, persuasive writing products that cite facts and evidence. 

· Research the labor market and economic trends of certain industries. 

· Collaborate with classmates on a short research project.

· Present their information and findings clearly and appropriately to an audience.


