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“In classrooms where teachers use deliberation, students learn to
think critically, work through differences, and interact with people who
may or may not share their point of view. Teaching through
deliberation provides students with the skills and abilities to work with
others as citizens to claim a better future for their communities.”
- Stacie Molnar-Main, Deliberation in the Classroom
This issue guide is designed for classroom deliberation on a period of Alabama history
that deserves more of our attention: the Creek Indian Civil War of 1813-14.
Deliberation is a form of discussion where participants weigh the pros and cons of
different approaches to solving a complex problem. Participants work through various
tradeoffs or consequences of actions with respect and passion, and, over time, they
develop skills required for living in a democratic society: critical thinking,
communication, judgment, and empathy. This classroom deliberation invites students
to consider the difficult choices that faced Creek Indians in 1813.
About the Project
This issue guide was developed in collaboration with the Charles F. Kettering
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Humanities at 334-844-6198 or creekwar@auburn.edu.
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Slides 1-2: Introduction
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At its height the Creek Nation
covered much of modern-day
Alabama and Georgia.
Over time the Nation’s borders
shrank as more and more land was
given to European Powers and
the United States through treaties,
trade, and by force.
Activity:
Ask students if their
hometown is in the orange
region of the map.
The Creek War lasted from 1813 to
1814, however, many events
preceding the war led to the
divisions in the Creek Nation and
are considered causes of the war.

Notes:

Note: This slide illustrates Creek Territory
held before the war in orange. The land
in yellow was ceded to Georgia before
1806. Many different tribes and towns
were considered to be part of the Creek
Nation including the Muscogee, Yuchi,
Koasati, Alabama, Coosa, Coweta,
Cusseta, and Hitchiti.
The timeline shows major events leading
up to the war. It is located on pages 2 and
3 in the student guide.

Slide 3: The
Plan
of
Civilization
3
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In the late 1700s and early 1800s,
Indian Agent Benjamin Hawkins
began to carry out the U.S.
government’s “Plan of Civilization”
within the southeastern Indian
groups, including the Creek Nation.
The plan encouraged Creeks to
practice the European style of
farming and cattle ranching. Many
Creeks had already been using
these techniques for sometime,
while others continued more
traditional practices of communal
field work and commercial hunting.
Creek men were told to farm rather
than hunt. The U.S. hoped Creeks
would then be willing to sell more
hunting lands. This began to change
Creek life. Traditionally farming was
the role of women and hunting the
role of men.
Instead of large fields where Creek
women would work together to
produce enough food for the entire
town, farms were now supposed to
be private, fenced fields, like those
of the Americans.

Notes:

Note: Benjamin Hawkins and the Creek
Indians, 1805.
The painting shows Hawkins with Creeks
implementing the Plan of Civilization.
You can see Creek men wearing more
European styled shirts using a plow. In
the background are Euro-American style
buildings.
Question:
Why do you think these executions made
the Red Sticks so angry at the National
Council?
Many Red Sticks saw this as a threat to
tradition and were also concerned with
the U.S. power over the National Council.

Slide 4: Tecumseh’s
Visit
3
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In 1811 Tecumseh, a Shawnee
leader, visited the Creeks. He spoke
to the National Council in Tuckabatchee, a gathering of many important leaders.
Tecumseh wanted support for a
pan-indian movement that would
fight against the United States in
order to strengthen Native American
nations’ independence and retake
some lost territory.
Some Creek leaders viewed this
plan as dangerous and spoke out
against Tecumseh. Many other
Creeks agreed with him. They were
unhappy with their nation’s close
ties to the U.S. and some changes
to their culture. Creeks who were
willing to raise the “red stick of war”
against the Americans and the
Creek National Council would become known as Red Sticks.
Red Sticks wanted a return to older Creek ways and resisted U.S.
influence. The Red Sticks rebelled
against the National Council which
they viewed as corrupt and overly
friendly with the U.S.

Notes:

Note: Shawnee Chief Tecumseh, 1808.
Tecumseh and his brother, Tenskwatawa,
started a traditionalist movement in 1808
and fought against the Americans from
1810-1813.
Question:
Can you think of another time in history
that different nations or groups of people
banded together to fight for
independence?
The American colonies worked together
for independence from Britain, and in the
United States Civil War, southern states
joined together against the U.S.
government.

Slide 5: The
Federal
Road
4
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In the early part of the 1800s, the
United States pressured the Creek
National Council to allow the creation of a Federal Road through
Creek territory in order to connect
Washington D.C. and eastern states
to the Mississippi Territory.
The Federal Road was originally
meant to be a small postal road.
Construction began in 1806. Before
the road was completed, the U.S.
decided to widen it to allow for more
settlers and troops to pass through.
The Federal Road was completed
by November 1811.
Many Creeks, especially Red
Sticks, were unhappy with how
many settlers and U.S. troops were
traveling through their lands. Some
settlers would even stay on Creek
lands or very close to the border,
angering the Creeks further.
Other Creeks viewed the new road
as an opportunity. They opened
taverns, operated ferries and traded
with the travelers. Some Americans
and Creeks married and started
families in or around Creek territory.

Notes:

Note: The Federal Road’s Path
Many Creeks and Americans interacted
along the road, some even marrying and
starting families. Many important Creek
leaders of the time, including Josiah
Francis, William Weatherford, and William
McIntosh, were products of such
marriages.
Question:
Can you imagine what a tavern or ferry
might be? What did the Creeks have to
trade with travelers?
Taverns can be likened to a hotel with
a restaurant. Ferries were boats to help
travelers cross rivers. The Creeks mostly
traded deerskins.

Slide 6: The
National
Council
4
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As the Red Stick movement grew
through 1811 and 1812, some of
the supporters started to travel back
and forth between the Creek Nation
and the Shawnee to visit Tecumseh
and his followers. On two separate
occasions, September 1812 and
January 1813, Red Sticks returning
south killed United States settlers
who were living on the border of the
Creek Nation.
The U.S. government pressured
the National Council to order the
execution of those responsible for
the murders. The National Council
complied in January 1813 and dispatched a group of warriors, or “law
menders,” who executed the guilty
groups of Red Sticks.
The executions greatly angered
other Red Sticks. Not only was the
National Council obeying the U.S.,
but they were also stepping outside
of their role. The National Council
traditionally dealt only with large
national issues. Towns and family
structures called clans handled the
punishment of lawbreakers through
their own system.

Notes:

Note: Diorama of a Creek Town, Alabama
Department of Archives and History
Town councils met in the center of town.
Chiefs and their councils were usually
men and ruled by consensus. The National Council met in important Creek towns.
Members were important leaders from
around the nation.
Question:
Why do you think these executions made
the Red Sticks so angry at the National
Council?
Many Red Sticks saw this as a threat to
tradition and were also concerned with
the U.S. power over the National Council.

Slides 7-8:4 The Classroom Forum
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A forum explores several approaches to an issue and examines possible actions and tradeoffs for each
approach.
Ground Rules:
Before beginning the forum
activity, explain these six
ground rules and make sure
students understand them:
1. A forum is not a debate.
2. Everyone should have a
chance to speak.
3. No one or two people take
over the conversation.
4. The moderator or teacher
does not choose a side.
5. Students should think
fairly and carefully about
each approach, action, and
tradeoff.
6. Actively listening is just as
important as speaking!
Feel free to add your own
rules as needed. For instance:
Students must raise their
hand before talking.

Notes:

Activity:
Ask students to hold up one thumb,
stretch their arm out in front of them,
close one eye and look at their thumb.
Tell the students to switch eyes. Ask them
what happened. Explain that different
points of view can make people see the
same events and the world a little bit
differently from each other.

Slides 9-105 : Approach 1
Student Guide Page

These two slides represent
Approach 1 or the views of Red
Stick Creeks like Josiah Francis.
Ask a student to read the
Approach description out loud.
Suggested Questions:
Which of these actions would
you be willing to do?
Can you accept the tradeoff?
What does culture and independence mean to you?
Would you be willing to fight
your fellow Creeks?

Note: Hillis Hadjo (Josiah Francis), British
Museum, London, England.
Josiah Francis was a major Red Stick
leader. He was often called the “Alabama
Prophet” and, like many Red Sticks, he
wanted to return to traditional Creek
ways. This image is a self portrait.
*For more information on Francis see Appendix A

Notes:

Slides 11-12: Approach 2
Student Guide Page 6

These two slides represent
Approach 2 or the views of Creek
who wanted to avoid war and keep
their family safe.
Ask a student to read the
Approach description out loud.

Suggested Questions:
How many of you have had to
move in the past?
What was that like and what
did you have to give up?
Can leaders speaking out
against something make a
difference?
Do you value safety over culture?

Notes:

Note: Illustration of Creek migration.
Many Creeks moved west into the
Mississippi Territory, east into Georgia
(especially around Hawkins’ Creek
Agency), or south to less dangerous
areas inside the Creek Nation.
*For more information on Creek life see Appendix B

Slides 13-147 : Approach 3
Student Guide Page

These two slides represent
Approach 3 or the views of William
McIntosh and those like him. They
valued cooperation and progress
over tradition.
Ask a student to read the
approach description out loud.
Suggested Questions:
How many of you have had to
move in the past?
What was that like and what
did you have to give up?
Can leaders speaking out
against something make a
difference?

Notes:

Note: William McIntosh, Auburn
University.
McIntosh was a Creek leader who thought
Creeks could benefit from being friends
with the United States. He was later
executed by the National Council for
signing an illegal treaty with the U.S.
*For more information on McIntosh see Appendix C

Slides 15-18: Important Battles
Student Guide Page 8

A short description of each listed battle can be found on page 7 of the student
guide. For more information please check our website for site specific handouts.

Above: Massacre at Fort Mims
Below: Battle of Talledaga, 1855

Notes:

Below: Battle of Horseshoe Bend, 1814

Slides 19-20:
Treaty
and
Post-War
9
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On August 9, 1814, Creek leaders,
including William McIntosh, signed
the Treaty of Fort Jackson. This
officially ended the war and gave
almost half of Creek territory to the
U.S. government.
President Andrew Jackson signed
the Indian Removal Act in 1830.
This allowed him to create treaties
with Southern Native American
nations, in order to gain their lands.
In 1832, the Creek Nation signed
the Treaty of Cusseta (Treaty of
Washington), which traded all of
Creek territory for private land
ownership. This led to many Creeks
selling or being cheated out of their
land, leaving them little choice other than to migrate west where new
land was promised to them.
By 1836 any Creeks still in Alabama
and Georgia were forced move west
to the Oklahoma Territory. All Indian
tribes east of the Mississippi River
were coerced into signing removal
treaties. The journey was harsh.
Among the Cherokees, who had a
high death rate, the removal west
was known as the Trail of Tears.

Notes:

The map shows the land lost in the treaty
in yellow, and the remaining Creek land in
orange.

Note: The Treaty of Fort Jackson.
The image features General Andrew
Jackson with William Weatherford.

Extension Activites
Activity 1:
For homework, allow students to take their handout home and ask them to:
A. Invent an Approach 4, which may combine parts of two of the existing
approaches.
B. Create a new action and trade-off for one or all of the three approaches.

Site Handouts:
If your classroom is located near a Creek War site, you may consider having
students read a handout on that particular site as homework. Even if you are not
near a Creek War site students may benefit from this activity. Handout are located here: (TBA)
Consider a field trip to a Creek War site!

Personal Reflection
Provide students with the opportunity to write out their thoughts and ideas about
the forum at home.

Notes:

Appendix A
Josiah Francis (Hillis Hadjo)
Background
Josiah Francis was the son of a white European
blacksmith and Creek mother. To his people he was known
as Hillis Hadjo, or Crazy-Brave Medicine. Francis spoke
English and was a skilled leader. He rose to the important
status of medicine man through his own abilities, as well
as through his family connections. Francis was the child
of a Sehoy. This matrilineal family line came from the
prestigious Wind Clan. Those with close familial ties to the
Wind Clan often held high-ranking positions, and they were
respected by even the most powerful Creek chiefs.
During the War
When Tecumseh visited the Creek nation in 1811, Francis
found a natural fit within the new pan-Indian movement,
which viewed Indian and Creek culture as superior to that of the Americans. Francis began to favor revolution over Creek participation in the Plan of Civilization and
friendship with the United States. As Tecumseh’s ideas and the new Red Stick movement began to spread, Josiah Francis became regarded as the most important Creek
“prophet” or Red Stick leader. He and other Red Stick leaders wanted to purify Creek
culture of all things Anglo-American. During this time, many chiefs and the National Council still opposed the mission of the Red Sticks. For some, this stance would
change in 1812 when Law Menders, appointed by the National Council, executed a
group of Red Sticks that attacked and killed American settlers. Francis and his supporters began to call for the death of the National Council members and Law Menders,
that carried out the execution. In 1813, Red Sticks attacked Tuckabatchee, one of the
meeting places of the National Council. This attack, as well as the Battle of Burnt Corn
Creek, marked the beginnings of the Creek War. Francis continued to lead Red Stick
warriors throughout the war.
After
After their defeat at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, Francis and surviving Red Sticks
fled to northern Florida. There they joined the Seminoles and participated in the Seminole Wars. In 1815 Andrew Jackson captured the Red Stick leader, and on April 8,
1818, Jackson ordered Josiah Francis’s execution.
Owsley, Frank L. “Prophet of War: Josiah Francis and the Creek War.” American Indian Quarterly 9, no. 3 (1985).
Waselkov, Gregory A. A Conquering Spirit: Fort Mims and the Redstick War of 1813-1814. Tuscaloosa, AL: University of
Alabama Press, 2006.

Appendix B
Life in Creek Towns

The Creek Nation
The Creek Nation was made up of many different
peoples,and languages. The most common language
was Muskogee. Towns were tied together by
alliances. Creek towns located in northern Creek
territory were often called Upper Creeks, while those
further south and east were called Lower Creeks.
Important town chiefs met in the National Council.
This council’s original purpose was to act as a
figurehead in times of war, or when dealing with
foreign nations. In the late 1700’s, influenced by Americans, the council began to
exercise more powers, including those that were traditionally held by individual towns.
This upset many Creeks, especially Upper Creeks who were more traditional and
further away from American towns and influence than the Lower Creeks.
Creek Towns
The heart of Creek society was the town, or talwa. The diagram above shows an
example of a Creek town center. The divided rectangles surrounding the center
represent family compounds. In the center of town stood four small, open-faced
structures where the town’s chief and council met, a round building that was used for
winter meetings and ceremonies, and a chunky game field. Towns were governed by a
chief, called the mico, and a council.
Everyday Life
Creek people were matrilineal. Matrilineal societies are societies in which family lineage, or ancestral decent, is traced trough the maternal, or mother’s, line. So, in Creek
society children were members of their mother’s clan and town. Young Creek boys
were raised by their mother’s brothers, rather than their father. Men acted as chiefs
and council members for the town, and they also served as warriors and hunters.
Women farmed, made baskets and pottery, and cooked. Although women were not
part of the town council they often expressed their opinions and influenced important
decisions. Land was held by the whole town, and farms were communal. The Creeks’
main source of trade was deer skins. As they were influenced by European and American cultures, many, especially Lower Creeks, began to set up personal farms and plantations, and open businesses like taverns and ferries.
Hahn, Steven C. “Creeks in Alabama.” Encyclopedia of Alabama. 2007.
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1088
Halbert, Henry S., and T.H. Ball. The Creek War of 1813 and 1814. Tuscalosa, AL: University of Alabama Press, 1969.

Appendix c
William McIntosh
Background
Much like Josiah Francis, William McIntosh was the child
of a white American and a Creek woman. He was a
well-educated, wealthy plantation owner. McIntosh became
a leader among the Lower Creeks, and, unlike Francis, he
found value in close ties to the United States. He had many
family ties to influential Georgian politicians. He often used
these familial ties and his close relationships with U.S.
officials, such as Benjamin Hawkins, to gain resources for
his followers. Like Hawkins, McIntosh believed in the Plan
of Civilization, and he viewed it as a way to remain on good
terms with the U.S. and improve the lives of his people.
During the War
As a member of the National Council, William McIntosh
opposed the Red Stick movement. The National Council chose McIntosh as the leader
of the Law Menders, which the council appointed to execute Red Stick warriors guilty
of killing American settlers. Not long after the execution, war broke out across the
Creek Nation. During the war McIntosh worked alongside the National Council, and
American allies, to end the Red Stick threat. He led Creek warriors in battle, and
performed important duties like creating alliances with other Indian tribes. In 1814
McIntosh and other Creek leaders signed the Treaty of Fort Jackson, officially ending
the war and giving a large part of Creek territory to the United States.
After
After the war McIntosh continued to benefit from a close relationship to the new
Indian Agent, David Mitchell. He used this connection to gain resources from the U.S.
for himself and his people. When the Seminole wars began in Florida, he again allied
with U.S. troops to fight them, and the remaining Red Sticks that joined them. He also
signed several treaties with the U.S., in which he sold Creek land in exchange for
money that he shared with his followers. The National Council created a law against
selling Creek lands in order to prevent any more such treaties. However, in 1825,
McIntosh signed the Treaty of Indian Springs which sold a large portion of Creek
territory to the U.S. On April 30, 1825, Creek Law Menders executed him for his crime.
Frank, Andrew K. “William McIntosh.” Encyclopedia of Alabama. 2008.
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1863
Griffith, Benjamin W. McIntosh and Weatherford, Creek Indian Leaders. Tuscaloosa, AL: University of Alabama Press,
1988.
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