Alabama
Statehood
201 years ago, Alabama officially became a state. However, the
history of Alabama's land goes back centuries before it became a
state. In the 16th century, Spanish explorers sought to settle on
Alabama land, and clashed with Indigenous peoples.
After Alabama became a state, its economy was driven by
agriculture. Right before the Civil
War, Alabama seceded from the
Quick Facts
union and was home to the first
Flower:
capital of the Confederacy.
Camellia

Following the Civil War, Alabama
slowly rebuilt itself throughout
Reconstruction and became a central
place of the Civil Rights Movement.

Capital:
Montgomery
Tree:
Longleaf Pine
Nickname:
“The Heart of Dixie”

Alabama has a long history of strongwilled people with deep convictions.
Motto:
Learn more about Alabama history
"We dare defend our rights!"
through the Bicentennial commission
Bird:
and our Creek War issue guide!
Yellowhammer Woodpecker

A Brief Timeline of Alabama History
Spanish Exploration, 1500s

Hernando de Soto and his men
explored what is now Alabama and
clashed with Indigenous peoples. Chief
Tuskaloosa earned his nickname "Black
Warrior" in the Battle of Mabila against
Hernando de Soto's men.

Creek War, 1813-1814
This was a regional war largely between
Creek Indians and Americans, and mostly
took place in Alabama and along the Gulf
Coast. It ended with the Treaty of Fort
Jackson, which forced the Creek Indians to
surrender over 21 million acres of land,
opening it up for American settlement.

Statehood, 1819
On December 14th, 1819, Alabama
officially became a state.
Throughout the 19th century, our
new state’s economy was largely
driven by agriculture.

Civil War, 1861-1865
In 1861, Alabama seceded
from the Union and
became the first capital
of the Confederacy.

Civil Rights Movement, 1950s-1960s
Alabama played a key role in the Civil Rights
Movement. Activists like Martin Luther King
Jr., John Lewis, and Rosa Parks spent time
fighting for equality in Alabama.

Huntsville "Jupiter" Rocket, 1958

Huntsville built "Jupiter" rocket placed American
satellite in orbit around Earth, leading to the
creation of the Huntsville Space & Rocket Center.

John Lewis to Congress, 1986

Born and raised Alabamian John Lewis was
elected to the U.S House of Representatives
to represent Georgia. He was well known
for his preaching and activism for civil
rights, particularly the march to Selma.

Alabama Bicentennial, 2019
Alabama 200 was a three-year celebration of the
people, places, and events that form Alabama's
rich history. They commemorated the 200th
anniversary of statehood with a celebration of
Alabama's natural beauty, diverse people, and rich
history.

People You May Know
George Washington Carver, 1864-1943
Though he was born in Missouri, George
Washington Carver spent most of his life in
Alabama. He was an educator, agricultural
chemist, and one of the first African-Americans to
earn a Bachelor of Science.

Helen Keller, 1880-1968
Well-known for being blind and deaf, Helen
Keller was also an educator, activist, and
author. In 1920, she was one of the founders of
the ACLU.

Rosa Parks, 1913-2005
Rosa Parks made history when she did not give
up her seat on the “whites only” side of the bus.
This sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott, and
marked one of her most famous moments of
activism in the Civil Rights Movement.

Harper Lee, 1926-2016
Harper Lee is a famous author, most wellknown for her book To Kill a Mockingbird. Her
1960 novel was influential in conversations
about race in the south.

Condaleezza Rice, 1954-present
Alabama native Condoleezza Rice became the
first woman to serve as National Security
Advisor (2001) and the first female AfricanAmerican Secretary of State (2005).

